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Al Persofsky had a lot of space to
cover in his family’s 4,500-square-
foot, three-bedroom condo. So, he
decided to install cork flooring in
the open concept living room, din-
ing room and hallway. 

“We had carpeting installed in our
bedroom sitting area about four
years ago and already it’s crap,” says
the retired teacher, who shares his
home with wife Renah and teenage
son Benjamin.

Persofsky found the website for
the Cork House in Oakville, a retail
outlet and showroom for Jelinek
Cork, while researching flooring
options three years ago. A visit
there convinced his family about
cork’s unique properties, including
its buoyancy and softness and the
wide selection of products. They
elected to have Jelinek Cork install
glue-down cork tiles throughout
the spacious condo in the Bloor St.
W. and Avenue Rd. area, selecting a
light brown cork in a pattern with
random black tiles. 

“It’s beautiful. We’ve had so many
compliments. Cork is so comfort-
able on the feet,” says Persofsky.

Cork’s popularity is growing, as
more consumers are discovering
the “green properties” of the re-
newable, recyclable resource. 

It grows on the outer bark of the
cork oak tree (Quercus suber),
which flourishes in the Mediterra-
nean region, with Portugal supply-
ing 50 per cent of the world’s mar-
ket. Bark is stripped without dam-
aging the tree and new cork grows
in its place in about nine to 12 years,
making it a renewable, recyclable
resource. Cork can be harvested
until the tree is about 200 years old. 

Elyse Gelman’s customers are al-

so amazed at the variety of cork
flooring available at Interiors Only
Inc. in Toronto’s Bloor West Vil-
lage. Her store — which carries oth-
er floor, wall and window products
in addition to cork flooring — offers
60 to 80 colours and cork tile pat-
terns from various suppliers from
Portugal. 

Consumers are looking for prod-
ucts that are eco-friendly, says Gel-
man.

“I’ve had customers come in
whose parents had cork flooring for
35 years. It’s 55 per cent air — noth-
ing grows on cork, including
moulds. We do a lot of bedrooms for
people who have asthma. It’s a very
clean product,” says Gelman, who
has sold cork flooring for 25 of the
28 years she has owned and operat-
ed her store at 2316 Bloor St. W. 

Cork flooring has been in use for
about 100 years and was first pop-
ularized in North America by U.S.
architect Frank Lloyd Wright, who
used it in several buildings, includ-
ing his famous Fallingwater house

in southwestern Pennsylvania,
where it can still be seen. When ver-
satile vinyl and linoleum flooring
came on the scene, cork fell out of
favour. 

After hardwood became fashion-
able about 10 years ago, says Gel-
man, homeowners started explor-
ing other options to carpeting and
linoleum, including cork. 

Gelman notes that glue-down
cork tiles work well in bathrooms
and kitchens — anywhere there is a
lot of water in use, since cork is non-
porous and liquids will “just sit” on
top of the tiles. 

Mothers of young children appre-
ciate cork flooring in the kitchen,
since its buoyancy cushions falls,
instead of little ones landing on a
hard suface. 

“If you drop something it prob-
ably won’t break if it’s glass,” she
says.

Anyone who doubts cork’s versa-
tility will be struck by the myriad of
uses for cork on display at the Cork
House in Oakville. These include

fabrics, belts, handbags, lamp-
shades, umbrellas, ice buckets and
shoes for sale, in addition to floor-
ing, wall and ceiling tiles and the
usual wine stoppers and coasters. 

“They’re in awe of the beauty of
cork — especially the fabrics,” says
Nancey Law, customer service rep-
resentative at the Oakville store, a
building erected in 1816. 

Law’s customers often hear of the
showroom through word-of-
mouth and are drawn to cork for its
many properties. Cork tiles, under-
lays and wall and ceiling coverings
have won many converts from con-
ventional flooring, carpeting and
wallpaper.

“They like the basic concept of not
harming the environment, plus
cork’s warmth, natural buoyancy,
its softness and the lack of sound
transmission,” says Law, while
seated on a custom-made Miami
brand sectional covered in cork fab-
ric that retails for $6,800. (Cork is
also hypoallergenic.)

She recommends floating cork

flooring over a vapour barrier in
basements, due to ground mois-
ture. Liquids on these floors won’t
sit on top, although glue-down tiles
can be used in homes with in-floor
heating.

“Once they hear the story of cork
and all its amazing characteristics,
they are blown away,” says Fay Stal-
lan, of customers who visit the Cork
House. Stallan is vice-president of
business development for the Jeli-
nek Cork Group, which has its
headquarters and factory in anoth-
er part of Oakville. 

Cork doesn’t rot, has low conduc-
tivity and is resistant to wear.

“As cork is known to reduce sound
transmission, it is a very popular
choice for condos,” says Stallan.

Law adds that cork wall and ceil-
ing tiles are desirable for music
rooms.

The company offers a range of
shades from black to white. Tiles
can be stained any colour and then
protected with polyurethane or left
natural with a polyurethane coat. 

Although Jelinek Cork custom-
ized Persofsky’s floors for his large
condo, Law offers a comparison:
the cost of floating tiles and instal-
lation to cover a 1,000-square-foot
area, would run around $9,000. 

And lest consumers assume that
cork is only for renovating the
homes of the wealthy, cork flooring
is comparably priced to wood tiles. 

Law says prices for glue-down and
floating tiles “can easily be com-
pared to high-end hardwood, both
in price and durability.”

JCG’s 12-inch-by-12-inch tiles
start at $3.35 unfinished and $3.85
prefinished, while their floating
floor tiles, all prefinished, start at
about $4.35 a square foot or $13.05
for a three-square-foot tile.

Gelman says glue-down cork tiles
in her store run from $3 up to $14 a
square foot, while floating flooring
is $5 to $10 a square foot. Installa-
tion is extra but many homeowners
opt to do it themselves, since in-
stallation isn’t difficult, she says.

INTERIOR DESIGN

This green flooring is a real corker

A dark walnut herringbone pattern, above, and a mosaic pattern are two
popular cork flooring options at Interiors Only Inc. in Bloor West Village.

Vesatile product is
finding favour for its
beauty, buoyancy and
low conductivity
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CREATE SPACES
THAT NATURALLY SUIT YOU...
AND YOUR BUDGET TOO!

PERMACON PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE  

AT THE FOLLOWING DISTRIBUTORS:

Save up to $500 upon purchase of the new Mondrian slab.
Visit an authorized Permacon distributor for more information.

permacon.ca

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION

ARTISTIC LANDSCAPE DESIGNS
2079 BANK STREET PLACE 
OTTAWA 
(613) 733-8220 
WWW.ARTISTICLANDSCAPE.ON.CA

CASSELMAN CEMENT LTD.
1380 ROUTE 500 WEST
CASSELMAN
(613) 764-5655 

CENTRAL PRECAST INC.
25 BONGARD AVENUE 
NEPEAN
(613) 225-9510
WWW.CENTRALPRECAST.COM 

M-CON
2150 RICHARDSON SIDE ROAD
CARP
(613) 831-1736
WWW.MCONPRODUCTS.COM

MERKLEY SUPPLY LTD.
100 BAYVIEW ROAD
OTTAWA
(613) 728-2693
WWW.MERKLEYSUPPLY.COM 

REID LANDSCAPE DEPOT
142 PICK ROAD 
CARLETON PLACE
(613) 253-3467

RITCHIE FEED & SEED
1390 WINDMILL LANE
GLOUCESTER
(613) 741-4430
WWW.RITCHIEFEED.COM 

TONY OLSEN ENTERPRISES
3186 CARP ROAD
CARP
(613) 839-0006
WWW.OLSEN.CA

CENTRAL ONTARIO

CORNWALL CONCRETE PRODUCTS
460 7TH STREET
CORNWALL
(613) 933-2290
WWW.CORNWALLCONCRETEPRODUCTS.COM

GIVESCO
550 GARDINERS ROAD
KINGSTON
(613) 389-3100
WWW.GIVESCO.COM

REHILL BUILDING SUPPLIES
921 HIGH STREET
PETERBOROUGH
(705) 742-5428
WWW.REHILL.COM 

RIGNEY BUILDING SUPPLIES
5 TERRY FOX DRIVE
KINGSTON
(613) 544-9145
WWW.RIGNEYBUILDINGSUPPLIES.COM

RITCHIE FEED & SEED
3043 HIGHWAY 29
BROCKVILLE
(613) 341-9343
WWW.RITCHIEFEED.COM 

SPROUT’S PREMIUM EARTH PRODUCTS
673 WALLBRIDGE-LOYALIST ROAD
BELLEVILLE
(613) 966-1411

UPPER OTTAWA VALLEY

ALFONSO DA ROSORA
90 JACKSON LANE
ARNPRIOR
(613) 623-2661

J.L. FORGIE & SONS LTD.
360 ARTHUR
RENFREW
(613) 432-2534
WWW.FORGIESCONCRETE.CA 

SOMERVILLE DESIGNER STONE
1398 PEMBROKE STREET EAST
PEMBROKE
(613) 638-4588
WWW.SOMERVILLEDESIGNERSTONE.COM

NORTHERN ONTARIO

MAPLE LEAF MASONRY SUPPLY 
2135 LONG LAKE ROAD
SUDBURY
(705) 522-5282 

GREATER TORONTO AREA

ARNTS TOPSOIL
2490 BROCK ROAD NORTH
PICKERING
(905) 683-0887
WWW.ARNTSTOPSOIL.COM 

ARNTS TOPSOIL
4400 HALLS ROAD NORTH
WHITBY
(905) 655-0601
WWW.ARNTSTOPSOIL.COM

BEAVER VALLEY STONE
25 LANGSTAFF ROAD EAST
THORNHILL
(905) 886-5787
WWW.BEAVERVALLEYSTONE.COM

C-A BUILDING PRODUCTS LTD.
2082 QUEENSWAY DRIVE
BURLINGTON
(905) 634-7707
WWW.CAPBRICK.COM 

FARMER JACK’S GARDENS
19621 LESLIE STREET
SHARON
(905) 478-8881
WWW.FARMERJACKS.CA

FARMER JACK’S GARDENS
11862 HIGHWAY #48
STOUFFVILLE
(905) 642-5380
WWW.FARMERJACKS.CA 

HAMILTON BUILDERS’ SUPPLY
723 WALKERS LINE
BURLINGTON
(905) 639-3888
WWW.HAMILTONBUILDERS.COM

LEONA STONE
13265 YONGE STREET
RICHMOND HILL
(905) 773-4251 

PARKVIEW BUILDING SUPPLIES
46 NORTHLINE ROAD
TORONTO
(416) 752-4748
WWW.PARKVIEWONLINE.CA

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH

HAMILTON BUILDERS’ SUPPLY 
37 LLOYD STREET
HAMILTON
(905) 544-6233
WWW.HAMILTONBUILDERS.COM

HAMILTON BUILDERS’ SUPPLY 
164 LIMERIDGE ROAD EAST
HAMILTON
(905) 388-2352
WWW.HAMILTONBUILDERS.COM

HAMILTON BUILDERS’ SUPPLY 
1067 BARTON STREET
WINONA
(905) 643-1271
WWW.HAMILTONBUILDERS.COM

KITCHENER-WATERLOO

ADAMS LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
30 DUMART PLACE
KITCHENER
(519) 744-8471
WWW.ADAMSLANDSCAPESUPPLY.CA

CREATIVE LANDSCAPE DEPOT
1175 KING STREET NORTH
ST-JACOB’S
(519) 664-0225
WWW.CREATIVELANDSCAPE.CA

NIAGARA REGION

HAMILTON BUILDERS’ SUPPLY
33 CARLTON STREET
ST. CATHARINES
(905) 682-8659
WWW.HAMILTONBUILDERS.COM

GEORGIAN BAY AREA

GP MASONRY & LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES
1319 BAYFIELD STREET NORTH
BARRIE

(705) 726-2321
WWW.GPMASONRY.CA 

ORANGEVILLE BUILDING SUPPLY 
205164 HIGHWAY #9
ORANGEVILLE
(519) 942-3900 

SAVE UP TO

$500

PAVERS, WALLS, STEPS, SLABS, CURBS
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1 Cork bark can be “stripped”
off, allowing new bark to grow in
its place — every tree is a source
of raw material. 
1 There is enough cork in the
regulated Mediterranean cork
forest to last for another 100
years without needing to plant
another cork tree.
1 Cork is 100 per cent reusable
and recyclable. 
1 Use a light broom or a slightly
damp mop to clean cork floors.
Avoid harsh detergents. Fre-
quent exposure to sunlight will
fade cork, so use window cover-
ings. Felt protectors on furniture
feet will cushion impact. 
Source: jelinek.com and corkflooring
guide.com and corkflooring.biz.
— Janice Bradbeer

THE TREE THAT
KEEPS GIVING

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


